
 
TTaaiilloorr  TThhee  GGrraazziinngg  

MMaannaaggeerr  ttoo  YYoouurr  NNeeeeddss  
Whether your grazing operation is in 
Iowa or Idaho; based on native 
range or planted forages; TGM can 
be fully customized to your location 
and unique resources.  

• You set up the software to reflect 
growing conditions in your area, 
the forage produced by your 
pastures, your livestock, and your 
grazing system. 

• As the year unfolds, you update 
TGM to track growing conditions; 
livestock numbers, weights, and 
days grazed; and forage 
utilization.  

• TGM assists you in all stages of 
planning. It serves as a 
monitoring tool to show the 
effects of current growing 
conditions, actual stock numbers, 
and grazing events.   

• Over time, TGM creates a record 
of growing conditions, livestock 
and pasture production, and the 
effects of management decisions 
on your grazing lands and 
livestock. 

• TGM helps you set and attain 
your own goals for livestock 
performance and pasture 
utilization.  

 
HHiissttoorryy  ooff  TTGGMM  

Dr. Mort Kothmann of Texas A&M 
University began developing The 
Grazing Manager software in the mid-
1980s. It has been tested extensively on 
ranches throughout the American West. 
An overriding goal has been to keep it 
simple, flexible, and adjustable to fit 
each individual situation. 
TGM provides grazing managers with 
the basic information they need to make 
stocking decisions in the face of 
adversity or in times of plenty. 
In 2004, Agren, Inc. entered into a 
partnership with the USDA Risk 
Management Agency to develop and 
promote TGM as a tool to help ranchers 
manage drought risk.  
USDA funding means that TGM is 
public domain software and free to the 
user. 
 
For technical support, or to obtain your free 

copy of The Grazing Manager, 
 contact us at tgm@agren-inc.com 
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GGRRAAZZIINNGG  

MMAANNAAGGEERR  
 

 
AA  CCOOMMPPUUTTEERR--BBAASSEEDD  
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Balancing Livestock 
Performance with Rangeland 

Health & Wildlife Needs 

About Agren 
Agren, Inc., is a private 
consulting firm committed to 
helping agriculture find 
profitable solutions to 
environmental challenges.   

1238 Heires Avenue, Carroll, Iowa 51401 
712-792-6248 

www.agren-inc.com 



 
 

WWhhyy  uussee  TTGGMM??  
Successful grazing managers know 
that most of their family and 
business goals - including those for 
livestock and wildlife - ultimately 
depend on the health of their 
rangelands. Science and experience 
show that grazing land health, and 
livestock and wildlife production, are 
closely related to forage utilization.   
 
TGM helps you optimize grazing 
plans and stocking rates to achieve 
your livestock and landscape goals. 
TGM will help you: 

1. target levels of forage 
utilization. 

2. plan and monitor stocking 
rates and grazing schedules 
to meet targets for 
utilization. 

3. align periods of high 
livestock demand (gain) with 
periods of best forage 
production. 

4. provide early warning of 
forage shortages while 
many options are still 
available. 

5. observe pasture utilization 
levels to make sure TGM is 
properly adjusted to your 
“eye” and experience. 

 

 
WWhhaatt  wwiillll  TTGGMM  ddoo  ffoorr  mmee??  

TGM graphs the 
relationships between 
available forage, the 
targeted level of use, 
and the planned (or 
actual) level of use. 
Individual pastures, 
groups of pastures, 
or the whole ranch 
can be graphed.  
 

 
 
The graph below shows % stocking rate that 
must be reduced on any date to meet animal 
performance goals.  
 

      

 
WWhhaatt  ddoo  II  ppuutt  iinnttoo  TTGGMM??  

Tables are used to help you input 
and track herd inventory and 
grazing schedules.  
 

 
 

Your in-field observations keep 
TGM current and help you gain 
confidence in TGM’s projections. 
Ongoing monitoring includes: 

1. Forage Growth 
2. Pasture Utilization 
3. Livestock Weights and 

Condition 
 

 
 

When growing conditions vary from 
“normal”, you will adjust the inter-
active graph shown above. 

 
 

The most 
effective 

responses to 
drought are 

usually those 
made early. 

TGM can give you 
that “heads up” 
for early action. 


